
Teaching English Language Learners (ELL) doesn’t have to be complicated or 
overwhelming. With the right strategies and tools, supporting ELL students becomes 
a smooth, day-by-day progression. Clicker can help ELL students by increasing their 

speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills, all within one resource. 

Stage: Pre-Production (Silent Period)

Quick Reference Checklist 
for supporting 

English Language Learners with Clicker

Tools & Strategies with Clicker:  

•	 Visual Learning: Use Clicker’s Picturize tool for vocabulary visuals.  

•	 Labeling: Help students visualise and use new vocabulary with custom labeling activities.  

•	 Model Instructions: Use hand gestures, modeling, visuals, & Clicker Talk Sets for spoken 
instructions students can replay.  

•	 Alternative ways to demonstrate understanding: Create activities with Clicker Boards 
for pointing or drawing responses and Matching Sets to answer questions.

What It Looks Like:

•	 Gestures: nodding, pointing, miming  

•	 Understands ~500 receptive words  

What Students Can Do:

•	 Observe and listen  

•	 Point, draw, mime  

•	 Match images to words



Stage: Early Production

What It Looks Like:

•	 One- to two-word responses (“Hi,” 
“Good morning”)  

•	 Understands ~1,000 receptive words
 
 

What Students Can Do:

•	 Name and label items  

•	 Answer yes/no or simple either/or 
questions  

•	 Categorize and group objects

Tools & Strategies with Clicker:  

•	 Encourage Speaking: Use Clicker Sentence Sets or Connect Sets with stems like “I can...”  

•	 Simplify Instructions: Give short, clear directions with visuals and gestures.  

•	 Reinforce Vocabulary: Build categorized word banks with Clicker Boards.  

•	 Interactive Practice: Use Clicker Talk Sets or add QR codes to practice pronunciation.  

•	 Boost Confidence: Incorporate low-stakes tasks with Clicker Books using audio + images.



Stage: Speech Emergence

What It Looks Like:

•	 Speaking in simple phrases and short 
sentences 

•	 Understands ~7,000 receptive words
 
 

What Students Can Do:

•	 Participate in simple conversations  

•	 Answer how and why questions 

•	 Express basic thoughts and opinions

Tools & Strategies with Clicker:  

•	 Structured Responses: Use Clicker Sentence Sets & Connect Sets for sentence building 
practice.  

•	 Guided Conversations: Provide students with Voice Notes and Writing Grids as ways to 
respond in simple sentences using phrases & short answers.  

•	 Clicker Cloze Documents: Give students a way to express how & why with prepopulated 
responses. 

•	 Oral Fluency Support: Use Clicker Talk Sets to model correct pronunciation, intonation, 
and natural speech rhythm.



Stage: Intermediate Fluency

What It Looks Like:

•	 Using more complex sentences with 
occasional errors 

•	 Understands ~12,000 receptive words
 
 

What Students Can Do:

•	 Participate in academic discussions  

•	 Use a wider range of vocabulary 

•	 Write simple paragraphs and short 
essays

Tools & Strategies with Clicker:  

•	 Paragraph Development: Use Connect Sets for student autonomy & expression. 

•	 Content-Specific Language: Use Clicker Boards to organize and explore subject & topic-
specific vocabulary. 

•	 Listening & Speaking Practice: Helps students verbally express their thoughts in 
response to open-ended questions like “What would happen if...” and “What do you 
think...?”  

•	 Oral Presentations: Use Clicker Talk Sets - Tell the Story to provide students the 
opportunity to orally retell a story & to rehearse/prepare to write.



Stage: Advanced Fluency

What It Looks Like:

•	 Near-native speaking abilities  
 

 
 
 

What Students Can Do:

•	 Engage in academic discussions  

•	 Write cohesive multi-paragraph pieces 
(narrative & expository)  

•	 Understand figurative language and 
abstract concepts

Tools & Strategies with Clicker:  

•	 Academic Language Development: Use Clicker Boards for planning and idea 
organization. 

•	 Advanced Vocabulary Practice: Support academic & topic specific vocabulary with word 
banks 

•	 Self-Editing & Reflection: Provide opportunities for students to record and review their 
speech and writing.



Assessment with Clicker

Make Every Subject English-Learner Friendly.

CrickSoftware

Clicker 
Assessment

Pre-
Production

Early 
Production

Speech 
Emergence

Intermediate 
Fluency

Advanced 
Fluency

Matching Sets:  
Monitor student 
understanding through 
matching and labeling 
activities.

ü ü ü ü ü

Clicker Analytics:  
Understand which tools 
were used to support 
students as they develop 
language.

ü ü ü ü ü

Voice Notes & Talk Sets: 
Informally assess student 
comprehension of oral 
retellings.

ü ü ü ü

Cloze Documents 
+ Analytics: 
Assess vocabulary 
understanding using 
missing words or phrases 
for different topics.

ü ü

Why Clicker for ELL Students?
•	 All-in-One: Combines speaking, 

listening, reading, and writing tools.  

•	 Customizable: Adapt grids, labels, 
and Clicker Sets based on student 
proficiency.  

•	 Inclusive: Offers speech feedback, visual 
aids, and adaptable grids for all learners.

Book a Free Call Now


