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Introduction

Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction are research-based strategies that are often 
implemented by educators in their classrooms. They address how pupils learn, how teachers 
can best implement effective classroom strategies and how teachers can support pupils 
throughout their learning journey. 

Many teachers will be using some, if not most, of Rosenshine’s Principles - potentially 
without being aware of it - as much of teaching pedagogy reflects these strategies in today’s 
classrooms. 

Here are practical classroom examples of how Clicker can be used to adopt Rosenshine’s 10 
Principles within a primary setting:

1. Daily review
Recapping previous learning and prior knowledge before introducing new information 
reduces cognitive load as pupils’ brains aren’t trying to recall old information at the same time 
as learning new information. 

Using Clicker 

Pupils can practise recalling information with Cloze activities, Matching Sets and Connect 
Sets. Each of these activities require children to choose the right word, option or ending 
based on their prior knowledge. Completed as a class activity or independently, they 
provide opportunities for learners to resurface and consolidate relevant knowledge before 
concentrating on new concepts or information. 



2. Chunk learning into small steps
This strategy avoids cognitive overload by ensuring that new material is presented in small 
steps with only relevant information being shared with the children. 

Using Clicker 

Clicker has activities suitable for all stages of learning. Custom Sets are available for 
pre-writing activities, Matching Sets can be used to embed vocabulary and Talk Sets 
encourage children to practise matching aloud. Furthermore, Clicker’s writing grids provide 
differentiated support for sentence writing activities. Each of these can be used to present 
new ideas and information in small chunks to ensure learning is not inhibited by cognitive 
overload. 



3. Asking questions and checking the understanding of 
all pupils
This method helps teachers identify when the class are ready to move on to the next concept 
or to learn new information. It can also help teachers understand how well children are 
engaging with the lesson content and whether there are any misconceptions that need 
addressing before continuing the learning sequence.

Using Clicker 

Asking a variety of questions helps consolidate pupils’ thoughts and how they access their 
learning. Creating a Clicker Board with a different question type on each tab is a brilliant way 
to collect the children’s current understanding and gaps in knowledge.

4. Provide models
Showing worked examples or providing a demonstration for how to solve a problem 
are great modelling strategies that allow students to focus on the task without having to 
concentrate on formulating connections between knowledge for themselves. It also builds 
confidence in pupils who may otherwise be nervous to start a task.

Using Clicker 

Pupils can model their thought processes aloud by using Voice Notes, enabling them to 
reflect on their learning, consolidate their ideas and achieve the lesson’s desired outcomes. 
Clicker works seamlessly on interactive white boards (IWB) which enable teachers to model 
the activity on the same program that children are expected to complete their work. 



5. Practise using new materials
An important stage of learning is for children to have dedicated time to explore new 
information, apply it in different ways and practise retrieving the correct knowledge. This 
helps pupils build connections in their memory that enables them to retain the information 
long-term.

Using Clicker 

Teachers can share files from their IWB to the cloud where children can access the 
appropriate activities to start their independent practise on their own devices. The class can 
spend time building their resilience and growth mindset as they attempt to complete the 
tasks that have been allocated after the teacher’s model (step 4).

6. Check pupils’ understanding
Using plenaries throughout a lesson are a great way to see the children’s progress. This could 
be a class check with an activity that encourages the children to share their understanding 
with the class, or individual tasks for pupils to gauge their understanding. Simple techniques 
include asking students to summarise the information or asking them questions about their 
learning. 

Using Clicker 

For a class knowledge check, Clicker Boards help to gather the children’s understanding in 
one place. Teachers can implement individual checks by saving a Talk Set on the cloud for 
pupils to access at a specific point of the lesson which enables teachers to gauge each child’s 
understanding so far. Lastly, if it is a technical writing task, accessing Clicker Analytics will give 
teachers insight into how each child is approaching the task and which tools they are using to 
complete it (and to what success).



7. Obtain a high success rate
Rosenshine suggested the optimal success rate for teachers to strive for as 80%. This 
percentage suggests that, whilst showing success, pupils were appropriately challenged and 
understood the new material – which infers that it is now learnt material.

Using Clicker 

Connect Sets, Cloze documents and Clicker Analytics all provide insights into a quantitative 
understanding of the children’s success. For instance, Connect Sets can be edited to contain 
specific knowledge that can only be used accurately in finite ways – which will demonstrate 
if a pupil’s understanding of the content is accurate. Cloze documents are a fantastic way 
to check understanding as pupils select the correct words to complete sentences and they 
give clear data of correct vs incorrect answers. Finally, Clicker Analytics quantifies the pupils’ 
use of language by identifying what was independent work and which words/ideas required 
support from Clicker’s integrated writing tools.



8. Provide scaffolding and support for difficult tasks
This concept promotes pupils developing gradual mastery of their new understanding or 
knowledge by slowly reducing the teacher’s assistance. Scaffolding can include asking pupils 
questions to check their understanding, including ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions to help with 
building links and retrieving the correct information, as well as breaking tasks down into 
smaller sections.

Using Clicker 

Clicker’s writing frames and differentiated LearningGrids resources provide plentiful 
opportunity for scaffolding and support. Writing frames begin with ordering words in 
Sentence Sets, to building syntax and understanding of concepts/vocabulary with Connect 
Sets, into promoting writing freedom with vocabulary support from Word Banks. Clicker also 
provides a Picturize button which instantly adds pictures to any Clicker resource, helping 
early readers to find the word they want.



9. Independent practice
Encouraging children to take responsibility for their learning is a key step to acquiring new 
skills and knowledge. Over time, independence helps learners remain motivated to improve 
their academic performance. Practising tasks ‘over and over’ in their own time creates a 
level of automaticity/fluency in what they are learning. The theory suggests that this makes 
information easier for students to recall and aids future learning as it keeps their cognitive 
load ‘free’ for new information.

Using Clicker 

Clicker’s child-friendly word processor promotes independence at every opportunity. From 
spell checkers to speech feedback and a handy predictor, children are encouraged to 
problem-solve before asking their teacher for help. Voice notes can also be used by teachers 
to provide prompts or reminders that children can refer to during their independent practice 
to take ownership of their time-management during the task.



10. Weekly and monthly reviews
These reviews can be knowledge-based or more reflective in nature. Retrieving information 
at weekly and monthly intervals encourages a certain level of mastery to be achieved as it 
enables pupils to make connections between knowledge that has been gained at different 
stages of the topic.

Using Clicker 

For knowledge checks, Cloze activities are a perfect resource to generate ‘quiz like’ tasks. 
Otherwise, for more reflective reviews, Clicker Boards provide the perfect opportunity for 
children to give more subjective responses to the month’s learning. 

If you would like more information on 
how Clicker can support your learners, 

visit www.cricksoft.com/Clicker.
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